
 
Dates To Remember  

 
12-19  Spirit Day/ Wear White 
 
12–20  Spirit Day/ Wear Ugly Sweater  
 
12-21  Spirit Day/ Wear Scarf     
 
12-21  Pre-K Parties  
 
12-22  Spirit Day/ Wear Holiday Head 
             band or  Hat 
 
12-23  Half Day 
 
12-23  Spirit Day/ Wear Holiday Shirt  
 
12-23  Holiday Parties K-5 at 10:30am 
 
12-25 to 01-02  Winter Recess  
 
01-03  Spirit Day/ Wear Pajamas  
 
01-06  Spirit Day/ Wear Eastlake Colors 
 
01-09   Virtual PTA Meeting 7:30pm 
 
01-13  5th Grade Spelling Bee 6:30pm 
 
01-16  School closed Martin Luther King                                       
             Jr. Day  
 
01-20  Spirit Day/ Wear Tie Dye  
 
01-20  Snow Date for 5th Grade Spelling     
             Bee 
 
01-23  Spirit Day/ Wear Red and Gold  
 
 
 

Pre-K Half Day Schedule: 

 

Mrs. Pepe, Miss Plotkin & Mrs. Millar:  

9:00am – 1:00pm 

Ms. Bruss, Ms. DeCaito,  

Miss Fairweather and Ms. Munro:  

AM  9:00am-11:00            

PM  11:00am-1:00pm 

 
 

  

 

This story can fit 75-125 

words. 

Your headline is an im-

portant part of the newslet-

ter and should be considered 

carefully. 

In a few words, it should 

accurately represent the 

contents of the story and 

draw readers into the story. 

Develop the headline before 

you write the story. This 

way, the headline will help 

you keep the story focused. 

Examples of possible head-

lines include Product Wins 

Industry Award, New Prod-

uct Can Save You Time!, 

Membership Drive Exceeds 

Goals, and New Office 

Opens Near You. 

Principal’s Message   

 

Hello Eastlake Family and Friends 
 
I would like to wish everybody a happy, healthy 
and restful holiday season as we conclude the 
calendar year of 2022. 
 
I would like to start off this Holiday Season by 
offering you a huge THANK YOU as you have 
been an integral part of what can only be de-
scribed as a successful first ⅓ of the school 
year.  Your cooperation and understanding has 
been an integral part to the smooth running of 
Eastlake School. 
 
My instructions to the Eastlake Community for 
the upcoming break is to practice the “Three 
R’s”  of a vacation:  READ, RELAX, and 
REST.  Of course reading continues to be a 
staple even over vacation as that is what will 
keep our engines warm as we get ready for a 
successful 2023! 
 
Thank you to the Teachers, Staff, PTA, Stu-
dents, Parents, and Community for successfully 
showing how to work together to achieve the 
highest possible achievements for our Eastlake 
Students.  It has been great to be together 
again for celebrations, programs, and con-
certs.  I look forward to sharing more of these 
times with you in 2023!! 
 
Best Wishes For An Enjoyable Holiday And A 
Happy and Joyous New Year!! 
 
ROAR LIONS ROAR!!!! 
 
Sebastian Powell 
Principal 
Eastlake Elementary School 
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Preschool: We have been busy in preschool! 
During the month of November, we learned 
all about food, nutrition, and Thanksgiving. A 
few of our activities included sorting different 
types of food, discussing our favorite foods, 
and creating turkey crafts.  
 
This month, we have been focusing on com-
munity helpers. We are learning about the 
jobs of various helpers, identifying any tools 
they use, and discussing what we would like 
to be when we grow up! To conclude the 
month of December, we will be reading gin-
gerbread books. We have great activities 
planned to go along with the books, including 
sequencing and creating gingerbread crafts. 
 
The colder weather is now upon us and we 
are bundling up to keep warm! At home, 
please practice putting on and zipping jack-
ets, as well as putting on and taking off hats, 
gloves, and mittens. As a reminder, we con-
tinue to participate in gross motor activities 
daily, so please wear sneakers for safety.  
 
We are looking forward to seeing everyone at 
our Winter Open House Holiday Party on 
Wednesday the 21st. Please be sure to re-
view and return the form sent home regard-
ing the event. 
 
The Preschool Team would like to wish  
everyone Happy Holidays & Happy New 
Year! Enjoy the winter break and we will see 
you in 2023!  
 
The Eastlake Preschool Team 
Ms. Bruss, Ms. DeCaito, Ms. Fairweather, 
Mrs. Millar, Ms. Munro, Mrs. Pepe, Ms.  
Plotkin, and Mrs. Rodzen 

 

Kindergarten:  It is hard to believe we are at 
the end of 2022. Both Mrs. Leong and 
Mrs. Canning are amazed at how much the 
Kindergartners have grown since September. 
Time really does fly by! We are working very 
diligently to learn lots of new material and 
skills in school daily. We are beginning our 
Math chapter on addition. Keep practicing join-
ing sets with your children by posing simple 
little addition equations. You can ask them to 
join sets of crayons, markers, pencils, etc.  

In Reading, we are continuing to use our 
"Super Reader Powers" to help us read books. 
Remind your child to use their pointer power to 
tap each word and their picture power and 
sound power to help them identify unfamiliar 
words. Keep practicing the sight words daily 
and keep reading books!! In Writing, we are 
continuing to write pattern books. We are us-
ing our knowledge of sight words to create our 
patterns such as I see, I like etc. Remind your 
child to stretch out unfamiliar words and put 
the sounds down that they hear. What pro-
gress is being made!  

In Social Studies, we are beginning to explore 
all forms such as mountains, hills, prairies, as 
well as rivers, lakes, and oceans.  

In Science, we are exploring wood and materi-
als. We would like to extend our best wishes 
to you all for a wonderful Holiday season and 
a happy and healthy 2023! 
 
Mrs. Canning & Mrs. Leong   
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students will learn about different types of commu-
nities: rural, urban, and suburban. 
Finally, winter break is approaching and this is a 
wonderful time for children to destress and partake 
in play-based activities. Here are some sugges-
tions: 
Play board games 
Build a fort out of couch cushions, furniture, and 
blankets 
Create an outdoor scavenger hunt and go for a 
walk to find objects 
Go for a mindful walk; observe closely with your 
eyes and ears 
Work on a puzzle as a family 
Thank you for your continued support. Wishing you 
all a happy and healthy holiday season.  
Best,  
Mrs. Breiten & Mrs. Hebbelinck 
 
Second Grade: The weather outside may be get-
ting colder, but second grade is warming up with 
knowledge! In Reading Workshop, readers have 
been asking questions about nonfiction topics. We 
are learning about keywords, important words for 
our nonfiction topics and are using the text features 
in our books to learn information from the entire 
page. In Writing Workshop, writers have been writ-
ing nonfiction  “all about books”. We have spent 
time revising and editing our books to make our 
books detailed and easy to read. We will be moving 
into how-to books in the next part of our unit. 
In Foundations, we have been learning about the 
bonus letters f, l, and s and about glued sounds 
and r-controlled vowels. We have spent time tap-
ping and marking words to notice the different fea-
tures words have. This work has carried over into 
Reading and Writing Workshop, too! 
We are moving towards adding and subtracting two
-digit numbers in Math Workshop. We have been 
using many strategies to add and subtract to 20 in 
order to have a solid foundation of our basic facts. 
Our goal is to be fluent in our basic facts, which 
means to recall the sum or difference in three sec-
onds or less. This will greatly prepare us for the 
challenges of regrouping. 
In Science, we are moving on to solids and liquids 
and we will begin our study of holidays and cultural 
traditions in Social Studies. We look forward to 
Winter Break and the start of a new year. We hope 
everyone has a very happy and healthy holiday 
season! 
 
From, The Second Grade Team 

First Grade: Dear First Grade Families, 
It’s hard to believe we just completed our first 
trimester! The students worked really hard to 
become reacclimated with the new school year 
and we’re all settling into a routine. Students are 
starting to form new friendships and our class-
room communities are starting to feel like a fam-
ily.  
We just completed our Word Detective unit in 
Reader’s Workshop and students have officially 
earned their badges, certificates and special 
tool kits. Word Detectives know the importance 
of looking closely as readers and stopping at 
the first sign of trouble! Be sure to ask your child 
all about the strategies they’ve learned and 
have them tell you about their tool kits when 
they come home. During our next unit, students 
will be diving into the world of nonfiction books! 
In writing, students just completed writing “How-
To” books; teaching others how to do different 
things. First graders know a lot about riding 
bikes, baking cupcakes, brushing their teeth, 
playing soccer, and making sandwiches! Stu-
dents learned that they can write detailed steps 
and include pictures that teach.  Samples of 
their writing will come home shortly! 
Your mathematicians continue to work hard with 
addition strategies. Most recently we learned 
about doubles facts and doubles plus one! We 
know that we can use strategies to help us 
solve different math facts. Students also started 
using Reflex Math, an online subscription that 
helps students practice their basic addition and 
subtraction facts. The games are individualized 
lessons for each child.  
In Science we are about to begin our Sound & 
Light module. This module provides experienc-
es that help students develop an understanding 
of how to observe and manipulate the phenom-
ena of sound and light. In social studies  
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Third Grade:   It’s the most wonderful time of 
the year….in third grade. In Reading Work-
shop we are working on our mystery books. 
Students are being great co-detectives and 
working with their reading partner to solve 
the mysteries before the crime solvers do. 
Students are writing persuasive speeches in 
Writing Workshop. After identifying problems 
in our school community, writers are per-
suading their audience to agree with their 
opinions. They developed thesis statements 
and supported them with reasons and de-
tails. As we continue with multiplication, we 
encourage your child to use flash cards to 
practice their multiplication facts at home. 
They should also be going on Reflex each 
school day. This will give them a strong foun-
dation and build their fact fluency. Third 
grade is exploring weather in Science, and 
we are exploring government in Social Stud-
ies. We are looking forward to some fun holi-
day activities before the break. It’s going to 
be a holly, jolly good time! 
 
Ms.  Coen & Mrs.  Pandya 
 
Fourth Grade: It is the month filled with holi-
day spirit and the Fourth Grades are 
still in the learning spirit!  They have been 
busy honing in on their writing skills as they 
work on developing their realistic fiction 
masterpieces. It has taken us many months 
to brainstorm, set the scenes for our writing, 
and use all that we have learned throughout 
the unit to create a strong, well developed 
story.  In reading, we have analyzed the book 
The Tiger Rising  in order to help us analyze 
and interpret our own independent reading 
books. Students are really into this well writ-
ten book! In math, we worked on developing 
various strategies for solving multi-digit multi-
plication problems. Our next chapter is divi-
sion so keep practicing those facts!   
 
 

 In science, we are continuing our hands on 
experiments for soil, rocks, and land-
forms.  Students really look forward to these 
activities. In social studies, we have delved 
into a study on communities and examined 
such aspects as culture.  It is a great unit 
because it is very relevant to real life.  The 
fourth grade would like to wish you a happy 
and healthy holiday season and thank you 
for your continued support of your child’s 
education. 
 
Kind regards, 
Mrs. Schul, Mrs. Mastrangelo & Ms. Carroll 
4th Grade Team 
 
Fifth Grade: It's the holiday season and 5th 
graders are working hard to finish the calen-
dar year strong. In reading, the children are 
beginning to tackle the non-fiction genre . 
The children are learning that readers don't 
see with their eyes alone, but with their 
minds. Reading any text well requires you 
to approach that text, knowing things that 
are apt to be important. That knowledge 
comes from knowing about the genre (in 
this case, nonfiction). The students have 
been working on multiplying decimals in 
math. After our unit is done, the students 
will be able to use patterns, multiply whole 
numbers by decimals and decimal by deci-
mal as well as incorporating money into 
multiplication. We will be moving on next 
week to dividing decimals where the chil-
dren will learn all about how you must make 
the decimals a whole number in order to 
actually perform the operation.  
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Fifth Grade Continued: In writing, the chil-
dren have been researching all about their 
non-fiction topics as they relate to the 
Westward Expansion. Be sure to ask your 
child what the topic of their essay is and 
some important information they have 
been learning through their research.  In 
social studies, the children have been 
learning all about the 13 original colonies 
and what makes each colony unique. Sing 
along with your child to learn about the 50 
states and how they all began as colonies 
(50 Nifty States). In science, the children 
are working on how the three phases of 
matter are demonstrated through making 
and evaporating mixtures and solutions. 
Though we weren’t all able to gather in the 
same room to listen to our 
band and strings perform, we were very 
excited that they were at least able to per-
form live for you! Happy Holidays.  

See you next year,   

Mrs. Innocent & Mrs. Mizerek  

Eastlake Media: We have been very busy 
in the Media Center!  Listening to a lot of 
books is always our favorite thing to do! 
Preschool and kindergarten students en-
joyed listening to The Case of the Missing 
Chalk Drawings by Richard Byrne and had 
fun drawing with chalk!  Second grade has 
been busy learning about nonfiction books 
and all the parts of the books that help us 
to find what we are looking for.  Third grad-
ers have been enjoying checking out mys-
teries and fourth grade has been expand-
ing their fiction to many different gen-
res!  Fifth graders have been learning how 
to create citations for their Westward Ex-
pansion writing projects.   
Mrs. Gareffa, Media  
 

 

Art News: We are finishing up our Winter pro-
jects and taking photos so that art can be upload-
ed to Artsonia.com.  We have 65% of our stu-
dents signed up to have artwork displayed on Art-
sonia, but it would be great to have 100%!  In ad-
dition to giving parents, relatives and family 
friends the opportunity to view your child’s art 
work and leave encouraging comments, it pro-
vides us the opportunity in class, to view and talk 
about the group of artwork as we review our les-
son objectives.  If you had not previously given 
permission for me to display your child's art 
online, a permission slip was recently sent  
home.  Permissions are given online, so please 
look for instructions on the slip.  Once you have 
given permission, it extends through your child’s 
school  years.  Please take a look at Art-
sonia.com and look for your child’s artwork 
soon!  If you have a desire to purchase an item 
with your child’s artwork, but do not yet see the 
artwork, let me know and I will make sure to pho-
tograph and upload it right away. Remember, 
there is never a requirement to make a purchase, 
but there are many options if you are interest-
ed.  I hope to have Color projects photographed 
and uploaded soon too!  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact me at pgallagher@pthsd.net 
 
 
 
Patty Gallagher 
Art Teacher, Eastlake and Mount Tabor Elemen-
tary Schools  
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Physical Education: Hello Eastlake  

Families! 

We are now in the middle of the holiday sea-

son and we all know what that means. Cold 

weather, snow and eating lots of delicious 

holiday food. We advise all parents/guardians 

to encourage their child or children to partici-

pate in at least 60 minutes of physical activity 

everyday. Currently, we started a basketball 

unit where students have been practicing dif-

ferent types of ball handling skills, chest & 

bounce passing, shooting and defense. Stu-

dents have been and will continue to partici-

pate in a variety of fun activities to practice 

these skills. 

Enjoy the soon to come break. Happy Holi-

days! 

 

Matt Stanzione 

Health/Physical Education Teacher 

Eastlake Elementary School  

 Music: The fourth and fifth grade band stu-

dents have been busy preparing for our  

winter concert.  This performance will take 

place on Tuesday, December 13, 2022 in the 

Eastlake all-purpose room.  We are looking 

forward to sharing a variety of selections 

to represent the various celebrations that oc-

cur this month.  There will also be some 

traditional songs that our soloists chose to 

perform for you.  As we conclude 2022 and 

move towards a new year, I wish you all a 

beautiful holiday season filled with peace 

and love. 

Mrs. Perry 

From the Counseling Center: Greet-
ings Eastlake Families!  The holiday 
season is upon us!  In this “Season of 
Giving”,  showing compassion and help-
ing those in need by donating our time, 
talents, and gifts is a wonderful way to 
celebrate this special time of year.  On 
Tuesday, December 6th, your child at-
tended one of two assembly presenta-
tions in which they watched a sweet 
story called “Winter Wishes”.  

“Winter Wishes” is a story about a 
young girl, Amber, who through a sim-
ple act of kindness, learns a valuable 
lesson about compassion for others.  In 
the story, each student in the class had 
a chance to write one thing they wished 
for on a snowflake. Unbeknownst to 
Amber, her friend Taylor wished for a 
pair of mittens and that’s exactly what 
Amber had given her so her hands 
wouldn’t be cold when they went out to 
play in the snow during recess. Amber 
was so moved by Taylor’s reaction to 
getting the mittens that Amber decided 
to hold a class “Winter Wishes Drive” to 
collect warm clothes for those in need. 
After the video, each of your children 
had a chance to write a wish on a snow-
flake, either for themselves, a family 
member, or the world and hang them up 
right outside the multipurpose room. 

The assembly was also the kick-off to 
Eastlake’s “Winter Wishes Coat 
Drive”.  Thanks to the generosity of all 
our Eastlake families, we were able to 
donate 85 coats to Jersey cares who 
will soon distribute them to area fami-
lies.  Thank you so much and Happy 
Holidays!    

Mrs. Belarmino 

     Page 6 

VOLUME 28 , ISSUE 3  

EYES ON EASTLAKE 



Page 7 

VOLUME 28 , ISSUE 3  

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYES ON EASTLAKE 

Nurse: Important Health Information 

The state Influenza Activity Level is HIGH at 
this time. 

Please understand how important it is to 
keep sick children at home until their symp-
toms subside. No child may return to school 
until they have been fever-free and vomit-
free for 24 hours without use of Tylenol. 
Germs can quickly spread throughout a 
classroom, resulting in numerous children 
and their teachers and other staff becoming 
ill.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debra Molly, BSN, RN 

Certified School Nurse  

Eastlake Elementary School 

 

Have a safe and healthy Winter break !! 

             


